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PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release: 16th October 2008

Scatterlings from Africa!
Two expatriates living in London decided that a pending recession, economic gloom and fractured worldwide politics are not reason enough to stop forging forward with the launch of Urban Africa, a purely web based store trading in African goods. The vision of Urban Africa is to create a platform on which African creativity can be displayed and at the same time allows artists to become self sustainable and gain exposure to a wider market. 

Ryan Smethurst and Sharon Brooke have called London home for almost a decade and collectively are Urban Africa. Over the years trips backwards and forward to South Africa have proven that there simply isn’t enough room in ones luggage to bring back a little piece of Africa every time. Urban Africa believe that by promoting the continents unusual artistry and ethnic twist to take ordinary functional household items, like teaspoons, and adorn it with colourful beads and wire, will ensure that the heritage of some minority groups, like the Ndebele tribe, is preserved and promoted. Other products include: township art, hand painted crockery, hand finished soft furnishings embellished with ostrich-egg-shell and cow-horn buttons, driftwood photo frames, Rooibos infused pamper products, Zulu beaded safety pin bracelets, Ndebele Dolls and the list goes on. 
Urban Africa supports smaller producers and community based projects which aim to create sustainable development and job creation. Let’s face it, in a country and on a continent that has the highest numbers of HIV/Aids suffers in the sub-Saharan and an unemployment rate that affects 25% of the population: the fate of some seems unavoidably clear. However there are many people who are infected or affected, in some way, who have a gift and a passion when it comes to working with their hands. However the majority lack the fundamental skills and accessibility to technology to successfully promote and sell their wares. And that is why Urban Africa is different as it does not want to monopolize suppliers and the Urban Africa website is designed in such a way that details of suppliers and artisans is freely available.
Urban Africa has alliances with charitable organizations, like The Topsy Foundation who partner with rural communities, empowering people infected by HIV and AIDS, through medical care, social support and skills development. 
We welcome you to visit our virtual store!
Notes for Editors

More details about the story behind Urban Africa and all of its suppliers can be found on the website: www.urban-africa.co.uk. 

Urban Africa has not been trading for long and has only started implementing the marketing plan. There is currently a competition being run on the website and within a week over 800 people have entered, which does not seem like many but for a little known web-based store it is worthy amount of participates. 

Urban Africa will feature in the “Brain4Business” in the 14th October edition of The South African newspaper.  

Product images and pictures of community project visits can be forwarded if requested. 
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